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HIS  GRACE 


THE 

DUKE    OF  LEEDS, 

&c.    &c.  &c. 


MY  LORD, 

I  TAKE  the  liberty  of  dedica- 
ting  to  your  Grace  this  rough  out- 
line of  a  Man  not  unknown  in  po- 
lite circles. 

A3  He 
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He  enjoyed,  for  the  greateft  part 
of  a  long  life,  your  friendfliip  and 
approbation,  and  what  is  equally 
honourable  to  you  both,  was  as  lit- 
tle difpofed  to  fubmit  to  thofe  un- 
worthy compliances  which  are  ne- 
ceffary  to  fecure  the  fmiles  of  fome 
great  men,  as  your  Grace  was  to 
require  them.  I  have  two  reafons 
for  thus  publicly  addreffing  you  : 
one  is,  that  as  truth  didlated  the 
following  pages,  you  are  qualified 
to  deted:  me,  if  I  have  deviated 
from  it  in  delineating  his  charader; 
the  other  is,  to  congratulate  your 

Grace 


[    7  ] 

Grace  on  the  additional  profped  of 
happinefs  in  your  family. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  d,ue  deference, 

MY  LORD, 

Your  Grace's  moft  obedient 
And  devoted  humble  Servant, 

THE  AUTHOR. 


PRE- 


PREFACE. 


That  happinefs  is  in  general  difFufed 
by  Providence  with  an  equal  hand,  and 
that  a  great  portion  of  human  mifery  is 
produced  by  crime  and  imprudence,  the 
Moralift  and  Divine  will  allow  :  yet  furely 
inftances  occur  of  men,  eminently  bleft 
with  morals,  health,  wit,  and  fortune,  who 
have  exhibited  painful  proofs  that  thofe  en- 
viable poffeffions  cannot  always  be  a  fecu- 
rity  againft  the  «  fea  of  troubles"  that 
furrounds  tliem. 


If 
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if  it  fhould  be  found,  then,  that  man}^ 
of  our  f elf -created  evils  originate  rather  from 
a  negledl  of  the  little  than  the  great  duties 
of  life,  if  we  difcover  that  the  funfhine  of 
our  days  is  clouded  more  by  an  unacccMn- 
modating  feverity  towards  the  ill  qualities 
of  others,  than  a  want  of  good  ones  in  our- 
felves,  the  remedy  is  eafy,  and,  if  adopted, 
its  effe£ls  towards  the  improvement  of  fe- 
cial intercourfe  are  fo  important,  as  to  lay  a 
ftrong  claim  to  our  attention. 

Such  were  the  reflections  poured  on  mf . 
mind  by  the  death  of  a  man  whofe  charac- 
ter I  have  attempted  to  draw  by  a  flight 
and  hafty  Iketch  in  the  following  pages. 

if,  fi'om  a  perufal,  one  perfon  fliall  be. 
"induced  not  to  prepare  for  himfelf  a  fl:ore  of 
future  difcontent  by  too  implicit  a  reliance 
on  the  promifes  of  the  great ;  if  he  fliall 
be  prevailed  on,  however  exalted  by  rank 

or 


or  talents  to  accommodate  in  innocent  trifles^ 
to  the  manners  of  thofe  around  him,  and 
in  Ibme  inftances  to  facrifice  his  own  con- 
venience to  the  eafe,  or  even  the  prejudices 
of  others,  he  will  not  have  read,  nor  fliali 
T  have  written,  in  vain. 
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Dr.     M  O  N  S  E  Y, 

&:c.  &c. 


Messenger  MONSEYwas  bom 

in  the  year  1693,  at  a  remote  village  in 
Norfolk,  of  which  his  father  was  Redor ; 
but  at  the  Revolution,  by  declining  the 
oaths,  forfeited  his  preferment.  In  one  re- 
fped  he  was  happier  than  tire  generality  of 

uonjuring 
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Honjuring  clergymen,  as  he  had  fome  re- 
fource  in  a  paternal  eftate,  which  is  ftill  in 
the  family,  and  preferved  him  from  thofc 
difficulties  which  too  many  at  that  time  en- 
countered, who  facrificed  iritereft  to  prin*- 
ciple. 

He  received  a  good  qlaffical  education, 
which  the  old  gentleman  fuperintended 
chiefly  himfelf,  and  was  removed  to  St. 
Mary  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  after  five  years 
fpent  at  the  Univerfity,  ftudied  phyfic  fome 
time  under  Sir  Benjamin  Wrench  at 
Norwich,  from  which  place  he  went  and 
fettled  as  a  Phyfician  at  Bury. 

He  here  experienced  the  common  fate  of 
country  phyficians,  conftant  fatigue,  long 
journies,  and  an  inadequate  income, — The 
Writer  of  this  Sketch  has  heard  him  con- 
fefs,  that,  after  every  exertion  of  unwea- 
ried application  and  fair  fame,  his  receipts 
never  exceeded  three  hundred  pounds  a 

year, 
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year,  by  efForfs  which,  in  an  eafy  chariot, 
and  in  the  ftreets  of  London,  fecure  Dr. 
Warren  nearly  twenty  times  the  income. 

Witli  a  ryfty  wig,  dirty  boots,  and  lear 
ther  breeches,  he  here  might  have  degene- 
rated into  the  hum-drum  Country  Do£lor 
with  the  common-place  queftions  by  rote, 
the  tongue,  the  pulfe,  and  the  guinea  ;  his 
cierits  not  difFufed  beyond  a  county  chro- 
nicle, and  his  fame  confined  to  a  country 
church  yard. 

Lord  Godolphin,  the  fon  of  Queen 
Anne's  Lord  Treafurer  and  a  daughter  of 
John  the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
was  feized  with  an  apopleftic  complaint  on 
his  journey  to  his  feat  near  Newmarket : 
the  neareft  medical  help  was  at  Bury,  and 
nature  or  Dr.  Monfey  were  fo  fuccefsful  as 
to  fecure  Lord  Godolphin's  life,  and  his 
warmeft  gratitude. 

A  ficfc 
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A  flck  room,  and  at  a  diftance  from  po- 
Jifhed  fociety,  was  a  dreary  profpedl,  and 
pain  was  aggravated  by  the  fear  of  folitude ; 
fo  circumftanced,  how.  happy  to  meet  re^ 
lief,  and  to  find  it  accompanied  with  frank 
chearfuhiefs,  literary  talents,  and  convif 
yial  wit. 

Lord  Godolphin  was  fingle,  not  ^ 
yery  young  man,  nor  much  given  to  comr 
pany  or  diffipation,  and  he  felt  an  impulfe, 
that  attaching  himfelf  to  worth  fo  fuperior 
to  the  fituation  in  which  he  found  it,  would 
aifbrd  him  a  rational  companion  in  his  lei- 
fure  hours,  and  a  medical  friend,  fo  deli* 
rable  in  the  decline  of  life. 

During  the  intervals  of  illnefs  his  efteem 
for  the  Dodlor  increafed ;  and,  after  his 
Lordfhip's  recovery,  his  behaviour  was  fo 
unalTuming,  and  his  oifers  fo  liberal,  that 
he  accompanied  his .  patron  to  the  metro- 
polis. 

Nor 
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Nor  can  a  greater  contraft  of  life  be  ima- 
gined ;  by  one  of  thofe  turns  of  fortune^ 
by  fo  many  neglefted,  but  which  are  faid 
to  occur  to  all,  from  the  narrow  rural  cir^ 
cuit,  from  the  juftice,  the  curate,  the  laW'* 
yer,  and  the  apothecary,  he  was  depolited 

in  the  metropolis,  the  region  of  elegance, 
the  fountain  of  politics,  and  the  land  of 
promife. 

Nor  did  he  meet  with  that  delayed  hope 
which  is  faid  to  make  the  heart  fick ;  for 
he  was  treated  at  Lord  Godolphin's  as  a 
friend  and  a  companion,  introduced  to  many 
of  the  firft  chara£lers  of  the  age  for  rank 
and  eminence :  among  others,  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  affiduoufly  cultivated  his  acquain- 
tance, and  the  late  Earl  of  Chefterfield  al* 
ways  acknowledged,  with  gratitude,  the 
benefit  he  derived  from  his  medical  affif- 
tance. 


B 


He 
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He  thus  trod  the  pleafanteft  path  of  life, 
the  midway  between  leifure  and  fatigue, 
whije .  friendfhip,  ^  poliflieci  fociety ,  and  litc-^ 
rary.amufement,  might  be  faid  to  ftrew  it 
with  flowers. 

He  was  made  a  Fellow  of  tlie  j^oyaf  Sb- 
ciety,  though  his  great  age  for  many  years 
pafl:  prevented  his  attendance ;  and  on  the 
death  of  Dr.  Smart,  Phyfician  to  Chelfea 
College,  he  was  appointed  to  fiiccced  him. 

Although  Lord  Godolphin  readily  em- 
.  braced  every  opportunity  to  forward  the  in- 
tereft  of  his  Friend  Monfey,  as  he  ufed  to 
call  him,  yet  he  could  not  perfuade  himfelf 
to  lofe  his  fociety,  which  he  was  frequently 
}ieard  to  declare  was"' the  folace  and  comfort 
of  his  life, 

,  And  ori;  the'  Dodlor's  appointment  to 
Chelfea,  he  procured  leave  for  him  ftill  to 

reside 
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refide  in  town,  on  condition  of  his  vifiting 
the  Hofpital  as  occafion  might  require. 


He  was  once  in  habits  of  the  clofefl:  in- 
timacy with  the  late  David  Garrick,  whofe 
fafcinating  powers  of  converfation  and  ele- 
gant manners  were  very  oppolite  to  Dr. 
Monfey's ;  who,  during  a  long  intercourfe 
with  the  great  and  the  gay,  ever  prelerved 
a  plainnefs  of  behaviour,  but,  to  thofe  who 
renaember  it,  by  no  means  an  unpleafing 
one. 

Nor  could  he  ever  be  perfuaded  to  facri- 
fice  fincerity  on  the  flirine  of  abjed  flat- 
tery :  he  fpoke  the  truth,  and,  what  fome- 
times  gave  offence,  the  whole  truth,  which 
afforded  occafion  to  ignorance  and  malignity 
to  cry  him  down  as  a  cynic  ;  but  it  fhould 
be  remembered,  that  his  cenfure,  though 
fevere,  was  generally  and  that  his 

lhafts  were  direded  againft  vice,  folly,  and 
affectation. 

B  z  This 
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This  difference  of  manners  between  Jiim 
and  the  Manager  produced  a  mutual,  but 
not  unfriendly,  exchange  of  raillery.  To 
raife  a  laugh  at  the  Doctor's  expence  was 
the  amufement  of  many  an  hour  at  Hamp- 
ton. 

Garrick  told  him  one  evening,  after  hia 
return  from  performing  at  Drury  Lari^, 
that  he  wifhed  to  fee  a  favourite  fcene  acled 
by  a  performer  at  Covent  Garden,  then 
much  iu  fafhion  ;  that  he  had  flipped  from 
his  own  ftage  flily,  and  trufted  an  under- 
ling a6tor,  known  by  the  name  of  Daggef 
Marr*,  to  fupply  for  a  few  minutes  his 
place,  which  was  only  to  ftand  filent  and 
aloof,  and  that  he  returned  time  enough  to 
take  his  place  before  it  was  his  turn  tD^ 
fpeak.  The  Dodlor  creduloufly  fwallowed 
the  ftory,  circulated  it  with  a  degree  of 
ferious  wonder  ;  the  town  enjoyed  the  joke, 

*  Not  JefFerfon,  as  Meffrs.  Efte  and  Tophani, 
vrho  are  very  corre^,  relate  it. 

and 
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anjd  he  was  hear.t4y  laughed  at  for  his 
pains. 

Thofe  who  knew  Mrr.Garrick  admired 
and  loved  hin^ ;  but  they  knew,  and  uni- 
verfally  confeffed,  that  though  he  eagerly 
^^^gte  and  enjoyed  a  joke  at  another  man's 
^i^^r  k^  was  nettled  if  it  was  raifed  at 
his- own.  Monfey  frequently  retorted  with 
fuccefs.  The  little  Manager  was  fore,  and 
lapfed,  on  2i  particular  occafion,  into  an  un-' 
iuftifiable  afperity  of  reply,  that  called  forth 
the  latent  fpark  of  refentment  in  his  Friend. 

u 

The  Bishop  OF  Sodor  and  Man  (if  1 
Dr.  HiLDEsLfi'y,' who  pre- 
ceded Dr.  Wilfon)  was  faying  that  Garrick 
certainly  meant  td-quit.  the  flrage  :  "He 
*^  never. will  'do  it,'V:faid  Monfey,  "as 
"ilp^a  as       knows  a  guinea -is  crofs  on 

one  fide,  and  pile  on  the  other*."  

*  A  proverbial  expVeffion  iti  Norfdlk. 

B  3  This 
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This  was  induftrioufly  reported.  The  vio- 
lence with  which  it  was  refented  proved 
that  it  was  true  ;  and  the  long  acquaintance 
was  clofed  by  an  anonymous  letter  fent  by 
Garrick,  containing  the  frequently- quoted 
extra£t  from  Horace, 

Abjentem  qui  rodlt  amlcum,  &c.  &c. 

A  fentiment  which  Rofcius  ought  to  have 
been  the  lafl:  man  to  quote,  as  the  eccentric 
oddities  of  his  Friend,  as  he  ufed  to  call 
them,  afforded  him  a  conftant  food,  at  all 
times,  and  in  all  places,  for  ridiculous  anec- 
dote. 

Intimate  friends  are  faid  to  make  the 
moft  inveterate  enemies ;  and  Garrick,  by 
his  repeated  and  widely-difFufed  farcafms, 
certainly  embittered  the  enmity. 

Severe  recrimination,  fomented  by  the 
interference  of  officious  meddlers,  who  en- 
joyed  their  quarrel,  fubfifted  to  the  laft. 

I  had 
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I  had  an  imperfe£t  fight  of  fome  unfi- 
niflied  fianza's  penned  ty  the  Do^lor  during 
the  Manager*s  illnefs,  on:  T^^hich  occafion 
many  phyficians  had  been  called  in. 

'  As  foon  as  Garrick  died,  which  Monfey 
did  not  expert,  they  were  iiiftantly  deftroyed, 
and  Tnever  could  prevail  on  hiiicn -to  repeat 
then?. 

As  they  have  not  been  publiihed,  if  my 
jpciemory  will  affilt  me,  I  {hall  endeavour  to 
recoiled  a  part  of  them :  they  prove  how 
ftrongly, 

H^^ejit  lateri  leihalis  arurido. 

Seven  wife  phyficians  lately  met. 

To  fave  a  wretched  finner  : 
Come,  Tom,  fays' Jack,  pray  let's  be  quick. 

Or  I  Oiall  lofe  my  dinneK      "  ' 


The  confiiltation  then  begins,  and  the 
cafe  of  the  patient  is  ftatedt  after  which, 

B  4  "Some 
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Some  roar'd  for  rhubarb,  jalap  fome. 
And  fome  cry'd  out  for  Dover  : 

Let's  give  him  fomething,  each  man  faid-— 
Why  e'en  let's  give  him  —  over. 

This  defperate  counfel  is,  however,  re- 
je<Sted  by  one  of  the  medical  fages,  who, 
after  forne  reflexions  on  the  life  and  habits 
of  the  patient,  declares  that  he  has  great 
confidence  in  chink  ;  adding. 

Not  dry'd  up  ikinks,  you  ninnies ; 

The  chinking  that  I  recommend 
*S  the  famous  chink  of  guineas ! 

A  humorous  altercation  enfues  to  deter- 
mine by  whom  this  auricular  application  of 
the  purfe  fhould  be  made  :  with  a  humility 
and  politenefs  to  each  other,  for  which  phy- 
ficians  are  fo  remarkable,  each  declines  the 
honour  to  the  fuperior  rank  or  years  of  his 
neighbour.  But  the  Poet  flirewdly  guefles 
that  this  backwardnefs  arofe  from  the  majo- 
rity 
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rity  of  them  not  chufing  to  exhibit  the 
comfortlefs  ftate  of  their  pockets. 

At  laft  a  phyfician  in  vogue  prides  him- 
felf  on  his  purfe  replenifhed  with  guineas, 
which  he  had  weighed,  found  heavy,  and 
not  returned  to  his  patients  as  light :  in  the 
moment  of  exultation  he  exclaims, 

I  and  my  long  tails  feldom  fail 
To  earn  a  fcore  a  day. 

After  due  folemnity  he  approaches  the 
bed  lide ;  the  curtain  is  withdrawn,  and  the 
glittering  gold  Ihaken  at  the  fick  man's 
ear. 

Soon  as  the  fav'rite  found  he  heard. 

One  faint  effort  he  try*d : 
He  op'd  his  eyes,  he  ftretch'd  his  hand. 

He  made  one  grafp,  and  dy'd. 

Lord  Bath  vainly  attempted  to  recon- 
cUe  them:  —  "  I  thank  you,"  cryM  Dr. 
•  Monfey ; 
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Monrey:i  -'^  but  why  will  your  Lordfliip 
"  .trouble  yourfelf  with  the  fquabbles  of  a. 
•♦:  Merry  Andrew  and  a  Quack  Doctor  ?  '* 

,  But  the  time  was  approaching  when  hc- 
was  to  lofc  his  friend,  benefador,  and  par? 
tron.  Lord  Godolphin,  who  frequently, 
by  his  recommendation,  and  often  by.  hi* 
joint  affiftance,  raifed  deprelfed  merit,  ^and 
relieved  obfcure  indigence  —  a  trait  in  his 
Lordfhip's  chara£ter  which  a  love  of  eafc 
would  have  fupprefled,  had  not  Monfey 
frequently  called  it  forth. 

After  a  life  fpent.  more  in  fnug  comfort 
than  brilliancy,  this  Nobleman  died  at  a 
good  old  age,  bequeathing  the  Doctor 
handfome  legacy.  His  enjoyments  were  of 
the  retired  domeftic  kind,  his  game  back- 
gammon, and  his  favourite  book  Gibber's 
Apology  for  his  own  Life. 


His 
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His  Lbrdfhip  ufed  to  relate  a  converfatiott " 
that  pafled  between  Lady  Sunderland 
and  his  Grandmother,  which  proves  the 
old  Dutchess  of  Marlborough  was  not 
entirely  fuch  a  woman  as  the  malignancy  of 
Pope  defcribes,  though  fhe  gave  him  a 
thoufand  pounds  to  fupprefs  the  portrait  of 
Atofla,  which  a  Bishop  took  care  to  add, 
by  Pope's  defire,  in  the  pofthumous  edi- 
tion. 

"  Amongft  the  torrent  of  abufe  poured 
**  out  on  your  Grace,"  faid  Lady  Sun- 
derland, "  your  worft  enemies  have  nc- 
"  ver  called  you  a  faithlefs  wife."  —  "  It 

was  no  great  merit,"  faid  old  Sarah, 
the  firfl  Dutchess  of  Marlborough,  as 
me  was  turning  over  the  papers  afterwards 
fent  to  Mallock  for  her  hufband's  hijftory : 
"  It  was  no  great  merit ;  for  I  had  the 
"  handfomeft,  the  moft  agcomplilhcd,  and 
*'  braveft  man  in  Europe  for  my  hufband." 
— '*  Yet  you  don't  pretend  to  fay  he  was 

without 
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-without  faults,"  replied  Lady -Suntier- 
lapd.— "  By  no  means  ^^I  kto^^*K6b%isci 
trjter  than  he  did  himfelf,  tjsf'ev'en  tlian'^1 
*'  do  my  own.    He  came  back -one 't^L)^ 
*f  from  my  poor  mifiei^mi/irefi,  Queenj^nti^i) 
"  I  beheve  when  he  refigngd>4ii6^<3Sffiftifi^ 
*'  fion,  and  faid  he  had  told  her,  that  he 
**  thanked  God,  with  all  his  faults,-  aeiti^er 
avarice  o|:  ^mbition'  could  be  laid'  tc^  hj^^ 
charge."    Such  was  the  fenfible  ahf^^l^'- 
of  Sarah  :  to  whigh  (he  added,  "  I  was^ndt"^ 
"r  then  in  a  la^ghin^  humour  ;  but,  ar  my- i- 

^\:^rd'^,Y((^dsj^X^^l^'^^  .through  m)?-' 
*'  tongue,  to  prevent  my -frailing  in  'Hi«  > 
«*  face," 

^JQj^.Mofvfey  'was,  nofi^vtor^ 
James's,  adjciniHg  to  which  Lord  Godol-'  "^ 
PHiN  liv^4^;^id;ts>::(i;uit  die  fplendour,-eqy4-^i 
page,  and  retinue  of  a  Peer,  with  an  agree- 
able, .^k^le  of  ]4,j3iid0r>  friends*  ior  :3:folitaiy 
ap^rtmexii^  af  Chelfes|,  'i^^  plft^^  cat  t  the.  ^dl|3^ 
table, .  i>is^timq^gKccv,Q?«^3,'  bis  old  womanPi^J^ 
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It  now; became  neceflary  for  him  to  eall 
forth  the  fruitful  refources  of  his  own  mind, 
|o,,i&jyi  ,  up  the  .tedious  intervals  of  a  life 
>yiiich  had  hitherto  been  completely  occu- 
pied by  the  interefting  offices  of  friendfhip, 
by  fcience,  and.  by  amufement. 

In  this  nice  point,  fo  produftive  of  crimes 
of  follies  in  us  all,  he,  in  a  great  mea- 
^ir^r  ;  &cceeded,  without  giving  way  to  ir- 
rational excefs,  by  correfpondence  in  which^^ 
h  a  manner  peculiar  to  himfelf,  he  excelled, 
by  his  profelfion,  mechanics,  books,  whift, 
ao,d  backgammon. 

The  fituation  and  change  of  circumftance 
undoubtedly  required  a  wonderful  exertion 
of  temper;  nor  ought  we  to  be  furprifed 
if  it  was  injured  in  the  painful  effort, 

ykii.  alteration  was  obferved :  the  ftrono- 

o 

fe^ures  of  genius  and  fterling  fenfe,  the 
attic;, wit,. happy  allufion,  and  well-timed 

anecdote. 
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anecdote,  were  mellowed  and  improved  on 
the  canvafs ;  but  the  gentle  tints,  the  deli- 
cate colouring,  the  morbidezza  of  refined 
manners,  produced  by  the  attrition  of  elq- 
gant  fociety,  were  found  to  be  gradually 
impaired  :  he  poflefled,  in  high  perfeftion, 
the  fortiter  in  re,  but  negle(5l:ed  or  defpifed 
the  kviter  in  modo. 

Yet  an  inftance  occurred,  after  he  had 
pal?ed  his  eightieth  year,  in  which  he  ufe- 
fuUy  reproved  a  friend,  without  gratifying 
his  fatirical  talent. 

No  one  who  pretended  to  underlland 
Monfey's.  charafter  can  forget  that  it  was 
impoffible  for  foily  or  affectation  to  pafs  in 
his  company  undifcovered,  and  very  feldom 
unpuniihed. 

,57Df^^^  yctUttg'  J)opnlar  clergyman,  of  a  good 
^i"4ieart  Md  i  fouhd  underi^anding,  was.  iftf^d- 
"'"'•^d*vith?.a^^rfin.  theatric  mode  of  fpcaking 


^  'times^^  accompanied  with  a  mincing,  fini- 
It^l'  ge^&urfei-iDOtHem    on  the  coxcomkr*- 
■Jhis  foible  did  not  efeape  the^ejre;  of  his 
^Iriend,  who  knew  his  worth,  and  would 
^ot  hurt  his  feelings  5  the  Dodlor  therefore 
ttobk  an  opportunity;  wfen  they  were  alontr, 
cenfure  him,  and  agreed,  whenever  he 
faw  the  "  afFedio  dramatica'*  (as  he  called 
it)  coming  on,  as  a  fignal,  always  to  offer 
him  his  fnufF-box^  with  two  fmart  raps,  to 
'"-prevent  his  lapfing  into  fuch  an  erroneous 
:  iiaJHti  •  ?  The  gentleman  fpeaks  of  it  to  this 
day  with  gratitude.    A  vifible  improvement 
in  his  deportment  took  place,  and  Monfey 
^%as  very  probably  inftrumental  in  his  pro-, 
^-  curing,  what  I  wifh  him  long  to  enjoy, 
preferment,  and  ^  wife  with  a  good  f^^r- 
tune. 

When  the  Doftor  removed  to  Chelfea, 
^•"'he  found  Mr.  Ranby,  the  Surgeon,  there, 
a  man  of  ftrong  palfions,  harfh  voice^  ind 
inelegant  manners.    King  George  the; 

cond^ 
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cond,  with  whom  he  was  a  great  favourite^ 
had  appointed  him  to  Chelfea  Hofpital,  arid 
from  the  humble  capacity  in  which  he  is 
faid  to  have  ferved  him  in  another  way; 
the  old  and  oft-repeated  ftory  originated,  of 
"  Fat,  fair,  and  forty*.'* 

The  iriterefting  chat  which  novelty  of 
acquaintance  often  produces,  at  firft  appear- 
ed like  intimacy  between  the  Surgeon  and 
Phyfician  ;  but  this  gradually  declined  into 
indifference,  coldnefs,  difguft,  and  at  laft, 
on  Ranby*s  fide,  into  perfonal  outrage. 

Ever  fince  the  eftablilhment  of  the  Hof* 
pital  it  has  been  the  bufinefs  of  the  Phyfi- 
cian  to  overlook  the  Surgeon's  bill,  and  if 
he  faw  no  reafon  to  difapprove  it,  to  {ign.  his 
name  as  a  paflport  for  it  through  the  of- 
fices. 

*  He  was  faid  to  have  the  honour  of  occafioaally 
introducing  a  good-natured  lady  to  the  old  King. 

A  bill 
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A  bill  occurred  which  the  Dodox  thought  , 
<abj^ionable,  and  was  faid  by  many  to  have 
reafonable  grounds  for  his  objedlions  :  he  re- 
fufed  his  fignature.  This  Ranby  confider- 
edas  a  reproach  on  his  moral  chara£ter,  and 
as  an-  infult :  mutual  ill  language  took  glace^ 
and  the  jangry  Surgeon  concluded  by  fwear- 
ing  he  would  be  the  death  of  his  opponent 
if  he  perfiiled  in  refufing  to  fign  the  ac-. 
count. 

I  believe,  but  am  not  certain,  that  Ranr 
by,  on  this  occafion,  was  obliged  to  giv^, 
fiurety  for  keeping  the  peace  :  I  know  the 
Dodtor  confulted  the  late  Lord  Chief  Juf- 
tice  De  Grey  (afterwards  hojd  yVzKmg;^.. 
ham)  on  the  fubjedl,  and  I  heaixj  his  Lordr 
fliip  recommend  peace  to  Monfey,  "  and  if 
"  Ranby  repeats  his  violence,,  leave  me  tO- 
"  manage  him,"  were  his  concludino^  words* . 
The  dread  of  a  Chief-Juftice's  warrant  kept 
the  lion  a  httle  quiet. 

C  Lord 
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Lord  Chesterfield  told  Dr.  Monfey 
he  had  right  *  on  his  fide,  but  that  Ranby's 
connexions  and  influence  would  carry  him 
through  it :  his  Lordfhip  was  not  miftaken 
—  the  Board  to  whom  Monfey  referred  the 
affair  dropped  it,  and  the  bill  was  paid. 

This  affair  R  an  by -j-  tiever  forgave  ;  and 
a  few  years  after  he  died  from  the  effeds  of 
a  violent  fit  of  pafiion,  occafioned  by  the 
late  Sir  John  Fielding  nox.puniJh  'mg  an  hack- 
ney coachman  who  happened  to  be  the 
jured  party. 

In  the  difpute  between  Monfey  and  Ran- 
by  concerning  the  bill,  a  melancholy  in- 
ftance  of  profufion  in  the  difpofal  of  the 
public'  money  occurred. 

At 

*  A  Great  Personage  was  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion. 

t  Ranby  was  the  only  man  I  ever  heard  coolly  dc- 
fend  the  ufe  of  laudanum  in  efFe£lii)g  his  defigns  on 

women. 


[   35   ]  ' 

At  the  Hofpital  for  decayed  Seamen  at 
Greenwich  more  than  twelve  hundred  per^ 
fons  were  provided  with  advice,  phyfic,  and 
furgery,  for  fomething  lefs  than  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  a  year — -a  trifling  fum, 
however  fully  adequate  to  the  purpofe,  when 
compared  to  the  medical  and  furgical  de- 
partment at  Chelfea. 

In  the  College  at  that  place  it  was  found 
that  Government  was  at  the  enormous  ex- 
pence  of  more  than  two  thoufand  four 
hundred  pounds  a  year  *,  belides  providing 
houfes,  furniture,  a  table,  coals,  and  candle* 

When  the  late  Duke  of  Newcaftle  ap- 
pointed Mr.  Graham,  fenior,  to  this  poft  as 
Apothecary,  he  might  probably  find  it  con- 
venient to  get  rid  of  a  long  apothecary's  bill 

•women,  which  he  confefled  he  had  pradifed  with 
fuccefs. 

*  I  fpeak  on  an  averange  of  the  laft  14  years. 

Cz  of 
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of  many  years  ftanding,  to  the  amount  of  a 
thoufand  pounds ;  but  furely  Mr.  Pitt  6r 
Mr.  Grenville  have  no  purpofes  to  anfwer 
•ill  tolerating  fo  wanton  a  wafte  of  the  pub- 
lic money  *.  and  as  a  vacancy  in  the  Sxif- 
geon*s  appointment  cannot  be  far  remote,  a 
fixed falary,  without  a  contingent  bill,  Ihould 
be  ordered  by  the  Board,  without  injury  to 
the  prefent  poffeflbrs. 

It  ought  to  have  been  premifed  that  Che-- 
felden  was  Surgeon  when  Dr.  Monfey  was 
iirft  appointed  to  the  Hofpital :  he  refided 
not  tiU  many  years  after;  during  which 
time  Mr.  Chefelden  died,  and  Ranby  was 
appointed  to  fucceed  him.-*-Chefelden  treat- 
ed him  with  great  attention  and  civility; 
but  was  more  flattered  by  having  the  me- 
chanifm  of  his  chariot  and  the  fplendour  of 
his  equipage  admired,  than  by  being  told, 
which  was  really  thie  cafe,  that  he  was  the 
firft  Surgeon  in  Europe. — Pope,  whom  the 
Dodor  often  faw  at  his  Friend*s  houfe, 

found 


r 
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ibund  out  this  fecret,  and  profited  from  it,: 
introducing  his  name  into  hi?  epiftles, 
and  humouring  this  blamelefs  foible,  the 
Jioufe,  carriage,  and  fervants  pf  Chefeldeu 
were  always  at  the  Poet's  difppfal, 

I  have  often  heard  the  Doctor  mention 
an  extraordinary  opinion  of  Mrs.  Chefelden, 
who  was  a  fenfible,  but  by  no  means  a, 
jiandfome,  woman,  and,  if  I  miftake  not, 
Xhe  dai^ghter  of  Mr.  Knight,  the  Cafliier  in 
ihe  unfortuuate  South -Sea  Bubble, 

This  fingularity  related  to  the  exceffive 
rfeverity  of  the  criminal  code  of  laws,  as  it 
extended  to  unnatural  gratifications*:  it 
did  not  amount  to  a  defence  of  thefe  abo- 
minable pradices ;  but  fhe  thought  if  men 
had  fo  bad  a  tafte,  and  were  fo  abfurd  as  to 
feek  amufement  fo  much  out  of  the  way, 
,that  they  (hould  be  confidered  as  fools  and 

*  Cum  homlnibus  aut  Rris. 

C  3  madmen  ; 
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madmen ;  but  that  taking  away  their  Uves, 
was  making  the  punifhment  greater  than, 
the  crime,  and  unjuft  —  an  idea  fo  odd,  fb 
inimical  to  female  fway,  to  drop  from  a 
woman,  is  fo  rare  a  phaenomenon,  that  I 
could  not  help  (however  I  may  be  blamed) 
recording  it. 

As  age,  with  its  additional  cares,  came 
on,  an  alperity  of  manners  and  a  negleft  of 
decorum  was  obferved  in  Monfey  :  it  be-; 
came  the  fafhion  for  the  young,  the  delir 
cate,  and  the  gay,  to  exclaim  againft  him 
as  an  interrupter  of  eflablifhed  forms,  and 
as  a  breaker  of  thofe  various  and  minute, 
rules  which,  however  trifling  they  may  ap-. 
pear  to  the  Sage  and  the  Philofopher,  con- 
tribute effentially  to  the  eafe  and  comfort  of 
modern  life. 


The  chara6ler  which  ufually  paffes  under 
the  denomination  of  an  oddity,  has  been 
defined  as  a  man  who  facrifices  the  sfood 

o 
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opinion  of  others  to  liis  own  whim  and 
conveniency. 


Nor  can  our  Friend  be  wholly  exculpated 
from  thefe  charges.  In  his  intercourfe  with 
mankind  he  met-  with  fo  many  trifling  and 
worthlefs  characters,  that  he  was  apt  to  fuf- 
pe£l  that  what  fuch  perfojis  fo  much  valued 
was  beneath  his  attention  ;  but  idle,  fantaf- 
tic,  vain  women,  and  men  like  women, 
always  excited  in  him  the  moft  violent  emo- 
tions of  anger  and  contempt. 

He  was  acquainted  with  a  Clergyman  of 
this  clafs,  a  near  neighbour,  remarkable  for 
puerile  and  filly  behaviour,  and  very  much 
in  the  habit  of  contradicting  the  Do6tor, 
without  learning,  or  even  a  fingle  idea  to 
fupport  his  arguments. — "  If  you  have  any 
"  faith  in  your  opinion,  will  you  venture  a 
*'  fmall  wager  on  it  ?"  —  "  I  cou'd,  but  I 
"  won't,"  was  the  anfwer.  —  "  Then  you 

C  4  *'  have 
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"  have  very  little  wit,  or  very  little  mo- 
"  ney,"  faid  Monfey. 

*******  ****^  more  famous  for  his 
wheelbarrow  amours  with  the  caft-off  'mif- 
trefs  of  a  Royal  Duke,  and  the  marked 
contempt  of  his  wife,  who  found  folace  in 
the  arms  of  the  fortunate  Irifhman,  than  his 
military  achievements,  contributed  very 
much  to  render  the  Do61:or's  fituation  urn 
comfortable.  It  was  owing  to  the  follow- 
ing circumftance : 

This  hoary  veteran,  who  pretends  to  re- 
form now  he  is  no  longer  able  to  fin,  \Ya.s 
in  a  very  illiberal  manner  abufing  a  friend 
of  the  Doctor's,  in  his  abfence,  as  a  coward 
and  a  debauchee,  and  the  Do£lor  for  de- 
fending him.  He  inftantly  filenced  the  for- 
mal but  empty  pratei:  by  thefe  words : — 
*'  You  have  httle  fight  to  abufe  him  for 
**  gallantry,  for  you  attempted  to  debauch 
"  his  mother;  and  as  to  his  courage,  he 

"  did 
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**  did  not  ftay  at  home  whoring  and  drink- 
*'  ing,  and  get  his  bones  broke  in  a  fray 
"  under  the  Piazza,  while  his  regiment 
**  was  cut  to  pieces  in  Germany ^  and  then 
*i'  hurry  over  thither  time  enough  to  hear 
^'  peace  proclaimed,  bring  home  infirmities 
*.*  produced  by  vice,  and  boaft  of  them  as 
*'  the  confequence  of  wounds  received  in 
the  fervice  of  his  country,'* 

,  It  was  Mojifey's  misfortune  to  launch 
into  the  boundlefs  ocean  of  metaphyfics, 
where  fo  many  adventurers  wander  witht5ut 
rudder,  fail,  or  compafs.  His  voyage  pro- 
duced the  ufual  return  of  doubt,  uncer- 
tainty, and  difappointment.  To  thofe  who 
are  infatuated  enough  to  facrifice  their  time 
and  attention  to  fuch  a  wild  and  unprofita- 
ble ftudy,  I  thiAk  it  my  duty  to  obferve, 
that  in  the  intervals  of  cool  refledlion  he 
confefled  a  great  part  of  the  unhappinefs  of 
his  life  originated  from  thefe  unavailing  per- 
plexities. 

As 
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As  to  religion,  after  long  ftudy  and  much 
reading,  he  was  a  ftaunch  and  rational  fup- 
porter  of  the  Unitarian  doctrine,  and  early 
imbibed  an  unconquerable  averfion  to  bi- 
Ihops  and  eftablifhments,  to  creeds,  and  to 
tefts ;  but  when  the  "  Blafphemous  Atha- 
*'  nafian  dodrine*'  (as  he  called  it)  was 
mentioned,  he  burft  into  the  moft  vehement 
expreflions  of  abhorrence  and  difguft. 

During  his  abode  at  Lord  Godolphin's, 
he  was  riding  in  Hyde  Park  with  a  Mr. 
Robinfon,  a  well-meaning  man,  who  was 
lamenting  the  deplorable  ftate  of  the  times, 
and  concluded  his  harangue  with  faying, 
**  and,  Do£tor,  I  talk  with  people  who  be- 
^*  lieve  there  is  no  God  ;"  —  "  And  I,  Mr. 
"  Robinfon,  talk  with  people  who  believe 
"  there  are  threes — The  frightened  Trini- 
tarian immediately  fet  fpurs  to  his  horfe, 
and  would  never  after  fpeak  to  the  author  of 
fo  prophane  a  reply. 

It 
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It  has  been  faid  that  Dean  Swift  was 
Monfey's  model ;  and  as  far  as  ruling  thet 
company  and  guiding  the  converfation  of 
thofe  with  whom  he  affociated,  there  was 
a  refemblance.  In  this  department  they 
were  both  rather  tyrannical ;  for  he  who 
feldom  meets  with  his  equal  either  in  parts 
or  power  in  any,  is  too  apt  to  expe<ft  defe- 
rence and  fubmiffion  from  all. 

Another  axiom  of  Monfey's  brings  to  our 
minds  a  fimilar,  but  unfortunate,  tafte  in 
Swift  

Medico  ^  philofopho  nihil  indecens. 

The  Author  of  the  Ladies'  Dreffine 
Room,  and  a  man  *  who  produced  an  al- 
mond which  he  boafted  had  travelled  four 
times  down  his  throat,  could  neither  of 
them  be  very  nice,  though,  according  to  a 
dodrine  of  the  Dean's,  they  both  abounded 
in  najiy  ideas. 


*  This  the  Do«Slor  has  frequently  exhibited. 

But 
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But  Swift,  the  patriot  of  Ireland,  the 
lover  of  laughter,  the  genius,  ^nd  the  poet. 
Swift  was  a  rank  churchman,  with  all  the 
initred  notions  of  a  high  prie^l,  hierarchy 
and  prerogative,  and,  e?£cept,  where  tempos 
rary  popularity  led  for  the  moment,  was  a 
ftickler  for  the  infamous  Sacheverell,  3, 
Tory,  with  all  the  narrow  bigotry  of  the 
party,  an  enemy  to  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  of  mankind. 

Swift's  religious  intolerancjy  I  fhall  not 
try  to  prove :  he  defended  it  publicly  with 
his.  pen,^  ^nd  complimented  Archbishop 
(I  was  going  to  fay  Arch-zealot)  King  for 
his  furious  profecutions  in  the  ecclefiaftical 
and  other  Courts  for  fpeculative  errors  in 
dodrine.  His  paffion  for  invading  the  h- 
berty  of  the  prefs,  which  he  groflly  stbufed 
;himfelf,  burfts  out  frequently  in  his  letters, 
;which  I  quote  from  memory.  In  one  he 
fays  he  has  laid  one  of  his  antagonifts  by 
the  heels  at  a  meffenger's ;  and  for  another 

he 
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he  has  long  had  a  Jharp  knife  and  a  pillory 
ready  for  his  ears. 


I  thank  God  fuch  language  or  fuch  treat* 
ment  would  not  be  fufFered  in  the  prefent 
day ;  and  in  a  man  who  abounded  in  wit 
and  poignant  inveftive  it  was  mean  and  un- 
generous :  it  favoured  of  the  ^rgumentum 
baculimm,  or  club  law. 

I  always  think  the  following  line  very 
applicable  to  Swift,  whether  balking  in 
the  warm  funlhine  of  Harley's  favour,  or 
wielding  a  defpotic  fceptre  at  .the  head  of 
the  chapter  of  St.  Patrick  :  — — 

*'  Dat  Deus  immlti  cornua  curta  bovu* 

There  are  two  well- written  letters  which 
'ftrongly  mark  the  Dean's  charafter  —  the^ 
are  in  his  Works  ;  but,  after  a  twenty-years' 
abfence  from  the  book,  I  can't  point  out 
the  page.  The  firft  is  to  the  above-men- 
tioned 


A 
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tioned  Dr.  King,  who,  at  the  Hancverian 
acceffion,  turned  his  back  on,  and  tried  to 
opprefs,  his  old  Friend :  the  other  is  ad- 
drclTed  to  a  Lord  Palmerfton,  a  defcendant, 
I  think,  of  Sir  William  Temple's.  '  H6 
tells  his  Lordfhip,  that  his  charader  has  not" 
i)ulk  enough  to  be  worth  crujhmg,  and  that 
Jie  owes  his  fafety  to  his  injignijicajjce. 

Swift  undoubtedly  had  a  thoufand  faults, 
but  he  polTeffed  ten'  thoufand  good  qualities ; 
and  I  take  this  public  opportunity,  having 
no  other,  of  wholly  diffenting  from  the  in- 
genious Mr.  Hayley's  theory,  which,  with- 
out one  good  aro;ument,  but  with  much 
plaufibility,  he  aims  againft  the  Dean  in  his 
Triumphs  of  Temper, 

Monfey  was  a  Whig  in  the  moft  liberal 
fenfe  of  the  word,  who,  while  he  valued 
his  own  opinion,  did  not  wifh  to  enflave, 
or,  rather,  enfnare  tliat  of  another.  He 
*'  was  a  friend  to  a  limited  monarchy  and  a 

"  mixed 
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"  mixed  government,  bur.  detefted  thofe  arts 
which  render  religion  a  mere  government 
^'  machine,  to  torture  and'perptc*:  the  minds 
**  of  rational  and  confcientious  men ;  which 
**  deprives  them  of  advantages  to  which  all 
**  have  a  common  right,  and  holds  them 
**  out  to  the  thoughtlefs  accommodating 
"  herd  alone,  who  determine  before  they 
"  are  qualified  to  examine,  facrifice  con- 
*V  fcience  to  intereft,  and  lit  down  infa- 
**  mous  and  contented." 

Among  many  who  admired  and  relpe^ted 
the  Doftor,  was  the  late  Dowager  Lady 
TowNSHEND,  and  flie  was  faid,  as  far  as 
was  compatible  with  being  a  well-bred  wo- 
man, which  wit  fometimes  made  her  for- 
get, greatly  to  refemble  him  in  converfa- 
tion.  He  ufed  to  relate  a  tolerable,  or  (as 
you  take  it)  an  intolerable,  reply  flie  made 
to  the  late  Lord  Bath  at  the  time  he  wa§ 
going  to  be  made  a  Peer. 


*'  I  have 
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"  I  have  a  pain  in  my  fide,"  faid  Mr. 
PuLTENEY. — "  I  don't  think  you  have  any 
«*  fide,"  anfwered  Lady  Tow^nshend. — 
*'  I  have  a  backfide,"  cried  Pulteney, 
in  a  pet.  —  "  I  don't  know  that,"  faid  the 
Lady  inftantly ;  "but  every  body  knovi^s 
*'  that  your  wife  has  one." 

The  Patriot  had,  I  beUeve,  married  a 
Mifs  or  Mrs.  Gumley,  vv^ith  whom  Lord 
BoLiNGBROKE  had  an  intrigue  ;  and  an  of- 
ficial note  is  extant  which  he  penned  in  a 
hurry,  without  a  table,  in  the  Lady's  bed- 
chamber, and  dated  from  a  very  odd  place. 

Lord  Bath,  though  an  oppofer  of  the 
Minifter,  and  very  intimate  and  full  of  pro- 
■feffions  to  Dr.  Monfey,  behaved  to  >him 
like  an  errant  courtier  ;  and  in  the  bufinefs 
of  a  fubfcription  towards  tranflating  the  Bi- 
ble into  the  language  ufed  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  aded  bv  no  means  like 

a  mau 


a  man  of  fuch  immenfe  property  as  he  pof- 
feffed. 


Sir  Robert  WalpoLe  knew  and  va- 
lued the  worth  of  his  "  Norfolk  Doctor," 
as  he  called  him- — he  knew  it,  arid  neg- 
leded  it. 

The  Prime  Minister  was  fond  of  bil- 
hards,  at  which  his  Friend  very  much  ex- 
celled him.  —  "  How  happens  it,*'  faid  Sir 
Robert,  in  his  focial  hour,  "  that  nobody 
"  will  beat  me  at  billiards,  or  contradid 
"  me,  but  Dr.  Monfey."  — "  They  get," 
faid  the  Do£tor,  "  places  —  I  get  a  dinner 

and  praife." 

The  late  Duke  of  Grafton  was  mean 
enough  to  put  off  paying  him  for  a  long 
attendance  on  himfelf  and  fainily  by  pro- 
mlfing  him  a  little  place  at  Windfor. 


"  I  take 
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"  I  take  the  liberty  to  call  on  your  Grace 
"  to  lay  the  place  is  vacant,"  faid  the  Chel- 
fea  Phyfician.  — "  Ecod,"  (his  Grace  had 
not  the  moft  harmonious  voice,  and  repeat- 
ed this  elegant  word  in  a  very  peculiar  man- 
ner) "  Ecod  I  know  it — the  Chamber- 
"  LAIN  has  juft  been  here  to  tell  me  he 
*'  promifed  it  to  Jack  — ."  —  The  dif- 
concerted  and  never-paid  Do£lor  retired ; 
informed  the  Lord  Chamberlain  what  paffed, 
who  faid,  "  Don't,  for  the  world,  tell  his 
"  Grace  —  but  before  he  knew  I  had  pro- 
"  mifed  it  —  here  is  the  letter  he  fent  me 
"  foliciting  for  a  third  perfon^ 

Though  his  Grace's  head  was  not  over- 
ftocked,  nature  had  been  bountiful  elfe- 
where,  which  occafioned  his  making  a  re- 
markable wager  :  I  decline  relating  it, 
though  m<7«y  guineas  were  laid  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  the  bet.  This,  and  an  unexpe£led 
miftake  a  female  acquaintance  of  his  Grace's 
made,  created  a  hearty  laugh. 

There 
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There  was  a  time  when  the  ingenious 
Mrs.  Montague  was  intimate  with  him  ; 
fo  much  fo,  as  for  many  years  to  receive 
from  him  a  poetical  compHment  on  her 
birth-day.    Whether  from  his  Hnes  at  lafl 
not  having  comphment  enough,  or  from 
his  coohiefs  with  Garrick,  their  acquain- 
tance decHned :  he  was  ahvays  filent  on 
the  fubjedt ;   though,  from  what  I  have 
heard  from  another  perfon,  I  fufpe6t  it  was 
owing  to  an  extreme  parfimony  which  has 
appeared  in  this  Lady's  conduct  ever  fince 
fhe  built  the  magnificent  houfe  in  Portman 
Square,  a  building  certainly  in  a  ftyle  of 
grandeur  and  expence  beyond  her  fortune, 
rank  in  life,  and  extreme  old  age  *. 

Dr.  Monfey  was  always  ftrangely  infa- 
tuated with  fears  of  the  public  funds,  a  bug- 
bear that  drove  him  to  place  his  money  on 

*  She  was  not  far  from  feventy  when  the  building 
began, 

D  2  trouble- 
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troiiblefome  fecurities,  and  produftive  ulti- 
mately of  heavy  loffes.  He  ufed  to  fpeak 
(as  lofers  always  do)  feelingly  of  the  vil- 
lainy of  a  Welch  Parlbn  and  a  London 
Attornev. 

.  Experience,  for  w^hich  he  paid  fo  dear, 
at  laft  taught  him  to  put  as  much  confi- 
dence in  public  as  in  private  faith,  and  he 
inverted  property  to  a  confiderale  amount  in 
the  funds. 

■  It  was  a  prevailing  opinion  that  he  was 
avaricious — a  charge  often  beftowed  on  pru- 
dence by  the  foolifh  and  profufe — if  he  was 
fo,  it  was  not  a  principle  that  pervaded  his 
whole  condu£t ;  for  I  have  known  him,  in 
two  inftances,  burn  a  bond  for  a  hundred 
pounds,  which  he  had  advanced  to  induf- 
trious  tradefmen,  who  were  able,  but  would 
have  been  diftrefled,  to  repay  it. 


A  neigh- 
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A  neighbour  of  the  Dodlor's,  poflefled 
of  a  large  finecure,  u,fed  to  be  fond  of  ridi- 
culing him  in  all  companies  for  his  mean- 
nefs  and  love  of  money,  though  the  Doc- 
tor profefled  and  proved  himfelf  a  friend  on 
all  occafions  to  him  and  his  wife :  he  at- 
tended them  both  at  different  times,  for 
fome  years,  without  a  fee  being  thought  of 
or  offered ;  and  on  one  occafion,  at  fomc 
diftance  from  town,  when  the  Do(Slor's 
chaife  hire  coft  him  feven  guineas,  after 
fome  time,  this  abufer  and  pradlijer  of  for- 
did actions  fent  his  Friend  a  ten-pound  Bank 
note,  which  Monfey  dire6lly  returned,  fay- 
ing, "  That  the  attentions  of  2i  friend  can- 

not  be  repaid  with  7noney ;"  adding,  "  if 
"  he  had  fent  me  a  piece  of  plate  worth 
"  forty  fhillings,  I  fhould  have  thought 
"  myfelf  obliged  to  him.'* 

Thi§  fiime  Fnendy  in  another  inffance, 
where  the  payment  of  rent  for  an  outhoufe 
was  to  be  left  to  his  generojily,  paid  Monfey 

D  3  thirty 
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thiYty  fhillings  a  year  for  what  a  nian  who 
was  not  his  friend  ufed  to  pay  five  guineas 
per  annum. 

"  Clodius  accufat  M^echos.'* 

In  advancing  fums  to  affiil  inferior  tradef- 
men  he  was  ever  ready  —  often  with  little 
profped  of  feeing  the  money  again. 

Not  long  before  his  death  he  advanced  a 
fervant,  retiring  from  a  gentleman's  fervice, 
a  hundred  pounds  to  fet  him  up  in  bulinefs. 

The  tradefmari  applied  to  his  mafter  to 
affifb  him,  a  finical  delicate  woman's  man, 
who  trembled  at  a  breeze  :  he  generoujly 
lent  him  twenty  pounds,  which  he  made 
him  repay  in  a  fortnight.  I  have  heard  the 
performer  of  this  generous  adHon  exclaini 
3:gainft  the  Doftor  as  a  mifer  and  a  brute. 

This 
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This  Bug  with  gilded  wings  "  would 
lavifh  treble  the  fum  on  a  fqueaking  eunuch, 
or  new  furniture  for  his  phaeton,  in  which 
he  was  often  afraid  to  ride. — "  Nature  cer- 

tainly  at  firft  defigned  him  for  a  woman," 
faid  Monfey,  in  a  furly  hour,  "  but  was 
"  unwilling  to  difgrace  the  fex  :  to  chufe  a 
"  coat,  or  determine  a  pattern  for  his  waift-. 
"  coat,  is  the  fedulous  but  fatiguing  bufi- 
"  nefs  of  a  day.    I  ufed  to  alk  him  if  he 

was  fettling  a  jointure  for  one  of  his 
"  daughters,  or  debating  on  the  purchafe 
"  of  an  eftate." 

During  a  prevailing  general  illnefs  in  the 
Dodlor's  neighbourhood,  all  intercourfe  with 
this  family  was  interdicted  by  a  very  ferious 
letter  fent  to  him.  A  correfpondence  by 
letter  waS  admitted  ;  but  even  the  letter  was 
to  pafs  quarantine  for  a  night  and  a  day,  or 
to  be  bleached,  (as  the  Dodtor  ufed  to  call 
it.)  If  he  met  them  in  his  pod  chaife  on 
the  road,  the  glafles  of  their  coach  were 

D  4  carefully 
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carefully  and  clofely  Ihut  up,  and  a  waving 
of  hands  was  the  only  perfonal  civility  that 
pafled  between  intimate,  friends  for  feven. 
months. 

"  We  are  afraid  of  you,  Doftor ;  you 
"  come  from  a  fick  room,"  exclaimed  the- 
Petit  Maitre.— "  You  often  make  me  lick,'*= 
faid  Monfey,  "but  never  afraid." 

As.  the  Doclor  advanced  in  years,  an  irrcr 
gular  ftop  in  his  pulfe  gave  him  much 
alarm,  and  he  applied  to  Sir  George  Baker 
and  Dr.  Hcberden  on  the  occafion.  Of 
this  lafl  gentleman's  medical  Ikill  he  often 
expxcffed  the  higheft  opinion. 

They  at  firft  concurred  with  him  in  fup- 
pofing  that  it  arofe  from  fome  of  the  great 
vefiels  of  the  heart  growing  bony,  which 
is  faid  often  to  happen  in  old  age  ;  but  they 
afterwards  altered  their  opinion  when  it  was 
difcovered  that  this  phaDuomenon  returned 

only 
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only  at  intervals ;  obferving  very  juftly, 
that  if  the  caufe  had  been  of  fo  local  a  na- 
ture, the  efFedl  v^ould  have  been  permanent 
and  regular  *. 

His  health  for  twenty  years  before  his 
death  had  been  fubjedt  to  frequent  attacks  ; 
his  nights  reftlefs  and  uneafy.  This,  with 
fome  heavy  pecuniary  lolfes  before  men-, 
tioned,  and  the  ill  ufage  of  fome  of  his 
»^^r  neighbours,  vifibly  foured  his  temper, 
added  fufpicion  and  acrimony  to  his  beha- 
viour- and  converfation  ;  and  his  minute  at- 
tention to  oeconomy,  which  he  took  no 
pains  to  conceal,  occafioned  his  enemies  to 
remark  that  he  grew  too  fond  of  a  guinea. 

Had  I  pretended  to,  or  been  qualified  for, 
perfect  biography,  I  fhould  ere  now  have 
obferved,  that,  before  he  quitted  Bury,  he 

■••  On  opening  his  body,  this,  hov^ever,  appeared 
to  be  the  caufe;  yet  his  pulfe  at  times  being  natural, 
in  ft  ill  not  to  be  accounted  for. 

married 


[    58  ] 

married  a  widow  with  a  handfome  jointure, 
who  died  and  left  him  one  daughter.  This 
lady  was  married  to  a  gentleman  of  a  repu- 
table mercantile  family  in  the  .City,  and  is 
now  a  widow  with  a  numerous  family. 

Dr.  Monfey  was  certainly  bound  to  attend 
to  thefe  children  by  every  tie  of  tendernefs 
and  duty,  which  he  fulfilled  perhaps  to  a 
fault,  and  has  amply  provided  for  them  in 
addition  to  their  father's  fortune. 

If  his  parfimony  in  many  inflances  dege- 
iterated  into  meannefs,  if  his  mode  of  life 
Vtras  not  equal  to  his  fortune,  let  it  be  re- 
membered that  he  was  conftantly  obferving 
the  lamentable  efFedts  of  diffipation  ;  that 
he  had  the  warmeft  afFe£lion  for  his  daugh- 
ter, a  purfe  to  affift  the  unfortunate,  and  an 
amiable  reafon  for  his  weaknefs. 

He  was  frequently  anxious,  in  his  abr 
fence  from  his  apartment,  for  a  fafe  place 

in 


[    59  ] 

in  which  to  depofit  his  cafh  and  notes; 
bureaus  and  ftrong  boxes  he  was  confcious 
had  often  failed  in  fecurity.    Previous  to  a 
journey  into  Norfolk,  during  the  hot  wea- 
ther in  July,  he  chofe  the  fireplace  of  his 
fitting  room  for  his  treafury,  and  placed 
Bank  notes  and  cafh  in  that  unufual  fitua- 
tion  under  the  cinders  and  fhavings.  On 
his  return,  after  a  month's  abfence,  he  found 
his  old  woman  preparing  to  treat  a  friend  or 
two  with  tea,  and,  by  way  of  fhowing  her 
refpeft  for  her  guefi:s,  the  parlour  fire  place 
was  cholen  to  make  the  kettle  boil,  as  fhe 
never  expected  her  mafter  till  fhe  faw  him. 
The  fire  had  juft  been  lighted,  when  her 
mafier  arrived  in  the  critical  minute:  he 
ruflied,  without  fpeaking,  to  the  pump, 
where  luckily  a  pail  of  water  was,  and  de- 
luged the  whole  over  the  fire,  and  the  half- 
drowned  woman,  who  was  diligently  em- 
ployed in  removing  it.    His  money  was 
fafe;  but  the  notes,  if  they  had  not  been 
wrapped  in  thick  brown  paper,  would  ine- 
vitably 
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vitably  have  been  deftroyed.  Sufficient 
fragments  were  preferved  to  enable  the 
Do£lor,  with  fome  official  difficulty,  to  get 
paid  at  the  Bank. 

It  has  been  obferved,  that  he  whom  many 
difapproved  rauft  have  fome  radical  defe£ls  ; 
and  Monfey's  not  being  generally  liked  at 
Chelfea,  has  been  adduced  in  fupport  of 
the  argument.  An  oeconomifl:  and  a  re- 
former of  abufes  is  feldom  a  popular  charac- 
ter :  to  this  another  reafon  may  be  added. 

He  came  to  Chelfea  from  a  circle  of 
friends  exalted  in  rank  and  family,  and  in  ge- 
neral adorned  with  ufeful  or  polite  learning. 

He  was  placed  in  an  Hofpital  of  Inva- 
lids, the  domeftic  officers  of  which,  accord- 
ing to  the  defign  of  the  inftitution,  ffiould 
have  been  filled  by  difabled  or  dilbanded 
officers,  a  well-earned  retreat  for  the  brave 
and  unfortunate.  . 

The 
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The  Temple  at  Jerufalem  was  meant  for 
a  houfe  of  prayer,  but  converted  into  a  den 
of  thieves :  and  the  College  at  Chelfea, 
which  ought  to  have  been  devoted  to  nar 
tional  charity,  was  over-run  by  the  valets, 
groomsi.or  eleftion  jobbers,  of  a  Fox*,  a 
Russell,  or  a  RiGBY. 

By  this  prepoflerous  mifapphcation  of 
pubhc  rewards,  a  man,  by  fhaving  the  Pay- 
mafter,  bruQiing  his  coat,  his  fhoes,  or  inar- 
rying  his  miftrefs,  became  the  companion  of 
a  General,  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  a  Phyfi- 
cian,  and  a  Divine. 

To  men  fprung  from  the  dregs  of  fo- 
cJiety,  frequently  elevated  for  obfequiouf- 
nefs,  folly,  or  vice,  ignorant  t  and  felf  Qon- 

*  The  firft  Lord  Holland. 

-f'  "  So  you  are  one  of  the  venal  eleflors  of  — . 

 faid  Monfey.  —  "I  never  had  the  diforder 

"•^in  my  life,"  faid  the  Freeman,  underftanding  that 
he  meant  venereal. 

ceited, 
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celted,  can  we  wonder  that  Monfey  repaid 
infblence  with  fatiiical  inve(5live  and  con- 
tempt ? 

But  real  and  unafluming  merit,  in  the 
pooreft  and  loweft  fituations,  he  treated  with 
good  nature  and  winning  familiarity  :  the 
gratitude  he  experienced  from  patients  of 
this  clafs  he  ever  fpoke  of  as  the  moft  gra- 
tifying fee,  and  was  the  laft  man  to  ar- 
rogate adventitious  merit  from  family  con- 
nection or  intellectual  excellence. 

By  way  of  ridiculing  family  pride,  he 
11  fed  to  confefs  that  the  firft  of  his  ancef- 
tors  of  any  note  was  a  Baker  and  a  Dealer 
in  Hops,  a  trade  which  enabled  him  with 
fome  difficulty  to  fupport  a  large  family. 

To  procure  a  prefent  fum  he  had  robbed 
his  feather  beds  of  their  contents,  and  fup- 
pUed  the  deficiency  with  unfaleable  hops. 
In  a  few  years  a  fevere  blight  univerfally 

prevailing, 


[   63  ] 

prevailing,  hdpS  became  very  fcarce  and 
enormoufly  dear,  the  hoarded  treafure  was 
ripped  out,  and  a  good  fum  procured  for 
hops  which,  in  a  plentiful  feafon,  would 
not  have  been  faleable ;  "  and  thus,"  the 
Do£bor  ufed  to  add,  "  our  family  hopp'd 
*'  from  obfcurity." 

He  ufed  to  fpeak  highly  of  the  prefent 
Duke  of  Leeds  for  being  divefted  of  this 
falfe  family  pride,  and  related  the  origin  of 
the  OsBORN  family  from  the  Duke's  own 
mouth  at  his  table. 

My  family,"  faid  the  Duke,  "  deduces 
"  its  origin  from  Jack  Ofborn,  the  Shop 
*'  Boy  of  a  Pin  Maker  on  London  Bridge, 
*'  in  the  reign  of  one  of  the  Henrys.  The 
*'  only  daughter  of  his  mafter  fell  from  a 
"  window  into  the  Thames :  the  lad  faw 
"  her  fituation,  and  refcued  her.  Some 
"  years  after  the  young  lady  had  many  no- 
"  ble  fuitors ;  but  '  Jack  won  her,'  faid 

"  the 
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"  the  old  Citizen,  *  and  he  fhall  wear 
"  her." 


The  Do6tor,  in  his  vifits  at  the  Duke's, 
occafionally  faw  the  late  Marchionefs  of 
Carmarthen,  and  from  her  attention  to  her 
children,  and  feeing  a  woman  of  fo  exalted 
a  rank  making  or  mending  fbme  of  the 
clothes  of  an  infant  to  which  £he  had  been 
giving  fuck,  he  ufed  to  foretel  fhe  would 
be  an  excellent  wife  :  the  event  proved  the 
Do£lor  miftaken  in  his  prophecy,  as  fhe 
became  too  fafhionable  a  one. 

May  the  Marquis,  in  his  recent  nup- 
tials, derive,  as  is  not  unfrequent  in  life, 
happinefs  and  peace  even  from  angtiijh,  and 
have  no  reafon  to  diftruft  the  motto  of  a 
noble  Lgrd  *. 

It  was  (I  believe,  but  am  not  certain)  at 
the  table  of  the  Duke  of  Leeds  that  our 


*  Crede  Byron. 

Chelfea 
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ChelfeaPhyficiaii  fometimes  met  Leonidas 
Glover,  who  foon  after  married  a  lady  of 
an  athletic  make  and  conftitution,  and  then 
made  a  rural  excurfion. 

"  Have  you  feen  Glover  fince  his 
**  marriage,"  faid  an  acquaintance:  "  I 
"  fear  he  is  lofi."— "  No,"  faid  Monfey  ; 
but  I  hope  he  has  not  periflied,  like  his 
hero,  in  the  Straits  of  Thermophylas." 

I  have  faid  that  he  occafionally  amufed 
himfelf  in  rhyme,  and  I  have  feen  a  long 
Poem,  in  doggrel  verfe,  in  which  many 
humorous  fallies  and  laughable  ftories  oc- 
•ur ;  but  it  was  not  remarkable  for  clear- 
nefs  of  language,  clofenefs  of  connexion, 
or  delicate  expreffion./  This  performance, 
for  a  reafon  I  am  not  acquainted  with,  he 
called  Jack  Shade,  and  it  is  ftill  extant. 


As  an  excufe  for  liftening  to  the  Goddefs 
of  Nonfenfe,   whom  he  invoked  as  his 

E  Mufe, 
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JVlufe,  he  ufed  to  pleads  long  c;pnlinefnent 
from  the  gout  in  both  his  thumbs— --an  unac- 
countable reafon,  I  confefs,  for  feeking,  or 
at  leaft  being  able  to  find,  amufement  with 
his  pen. 

But  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  he  addreffed 
a  copy  of  verfes  to  Mifs  Berry,  a  young 
lady  who,  if  1  recoiled  right,  lived  at  Chif- 
wick— a  poetical  effort  which  Pope  need  not 
blufh  to  own  :  —  but  who,  with  the  feel- 
ings of  a  man,  could  behold  Mifs  Berry 
without  love,  emotion,  and  defire  ! 

He  was  not  much  in  the  habit  of  exer- 
cifing  his  pen  either  on  medical  or  mifcella- 
rieous  fubjefts  for  public  view. 

,An  siccount  of  his  drawing  up,  of  a  man 
whofe  body  was  bliftered  whenever  the  fun 
fhone  upon  it,  has  been  publifhed,  with  the 
^Dodor's  fuccefsful  mode  of  treatments. 

And 
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And  my  medical  readers  may  poflibly  re- 
qoUe^t  a  defcription  he  gave,  in  fome  pe- 
riodical publication,  of  the  cafe  of  Mr. 
Fraine  at  Chelfea,  a  being  marked  by  fate 
for  horrible  and  hideous  nervous  affection, 
for  a  family  deftjoyed  in  their  bloom  by 
filicide,  and  for  his  own  untimely  death. 

His  fon,  an  amiable  young  man,  in  the 
memory  and  (I  truft)  the  efteem  of  many 
of  my  readers,  deftroyed  himfelf  before  his 
glafs  in  the  Temple  foon  after  his  return 
from  his  travels,  becaufe  he  hinted  to  his 
father,  that  as  he  had  educated  him  as  a 
gentleman,  he  ought  to  fupport  him  ds  one, 
and  received  in  return  abufe  and  cruelty. 
The  daughter,  the  very  charafler  drawn  by 
Marmontel  in  Agathe,  in  the  Connoifleur, 
vvhofe  eyes  fpoke  love  and  benevolence, 
whofe  heart  was  the  feat  of  tendernefs  and 
fentiment,  put  an  end  to  her  exigence  foon 
after  a  marriage  fhe  was  ieized  into  with  one 
man,  while  her  heart  was  with  another. 

E  2  Not 
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Not  long  after,  this  father  received  a  blow 
qri  his  head  as  he  was  haftily  gettiiig  out  of 
a  coach,  of  which,  in  a  few  hours,  he. 
died. 

The  efFe£ls  of  the  difeafe,  defcribed  by 
Monfey  in  the  cafe  he  publifhed,  were,  a 
fliocking  wolf-like  yell,  agonizing  pain,  at- 
tended with  diabolic  diftortion  of  counte- 
nance,; none  of  which  could  be  relieved 
but  by  the  conftant  application  of  the  hand 
of  an  attendant  to  the  upper  and  back  part 
of  his  head,  which  was  in  all  places,  and 
on  all  occalions,  unceafingly  ftroked  or 
tapped. 

Such  an  accumulation,  of  perfonal  and 
domeftic  calamity,  on  any  other  man,  would 
have  the  ftrongeft  claim  to  our  pity  — his 
children  certain  have  to  our  tears. 

The  father,  a  man  of  confiderable  for- 
tune, very  much  increafed  it  by  firmly  ad- 
hering 
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hering  to  a  rule,  which  was  never  to  pay- 
any  debt  till  obliged  to  it  by  a  courfe  of 
law,  in  which  he  was  fo  well  verfed  as  to 
evade  or  terrify  a  number  of  claimants  :  — 
it  would  be  fevere  to  fay  he  deferved  fuch 
evils. 

Monfey,  as  a  Phyfician,  was  of  the  old 
Boerhaavian  fchool,  and  adhered  to  rules 
which  he  ufed  to  fay  he  had  fandlioned  by 
fifty  years  trial ;  of  courfe  he  either  knew 
not  or  negleded  the  acknowledged  improve- 
ment of  the  moderns  both  in  theory  and 
pradlice.  But  Sir  George  Baker  and  Dr. 
Heberden  can  bear  witnefs  to  the  frequency 
of  his  happy  prognoftics,  his  minute  and 
accurate  delineation  of  fymptoms,  alid  his 
undeviating  attention  to  nature. 

That  he  was  a  nafly  dog,  wore  a  dirty 
fhirt,  and  was  fond  of  contrayerva,  is  the 
^itmofl  that  the  malignity  of  Ranby  could 
objed  againfl  him. 

E  3  "  Thou, 
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"  Thou,  Nature,  art  my  Goddcfs,"  he 
ufed  to  fay  Ihould  be  the  Phyficians*  motto^ 


The  medical  authors  he  moft  attended  to 
were  Hippocrates,  Boerhaave,  Friend,  Simp- 
fon  (of  St.  Andrew's),  and  Sydenham. 

In  polite  literature,  Horace  and  Juvenal*, 
Swift  and  Pope,  claimed  his  ftrongeft  ap- 
probation. 

Of  Horace's  productions,  the  Ode  begin- 
ning "  Ulla  Jt  juris  iibi  pejerati,^*  and  the 

*  A  tranflation  of  the  other  Satires  of  Juvenal,  by 
Dr.  Joht)fon,  is  faid  to  be  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his 
friends;  if  fo, 

^orfum  heec  tarn  putlda, 
would  not  publifliing  them  be  rendering  the  Public  a 
more  eflential  ferviqe  than  fetting  us  to  fleep  by  dull 
biography,  detailing  childifli  anecdotes,  publifliing 
the  delirious  wanderings  of  dying  fuperftition,  or  fur- 
feiting  us  with  the  offenfive  and  garbled  journal  of  an 
old  man's  fick  room  ? 

Satires 
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Satires  where  Davus  and  his  Mafter  appear 
in  dialogue,  he  moft  admired. 

"  Adde  quod  horam  tecum  non  ejje  potes, 
^\X^que'ipfum  vitas  fugithus  ut  erro,^* 

he  often  and  emphatically  repeated. 

t  Of  Juvenal,  the  Satire  beginning  with 
"  Omnibus  in  terris^'*  and  in  Pope,  the 
'EJfay  on  Criticifm,  he  perufed  with  moft^ 
pleafure. 

With  the  Tranflator  of  Homer,  as  Dr. 
Warton  thinks,  or,  rather,  as  in  his  Jirjl 
volume  he  did  think,  he  conceived  that' 
good  poetry  ceafed. 

He  was  highly  gratified  with  the  pcrufal 
of  Gibbon's  Hiftory,  and  waited  on  him  to 
thank  him  for  the  pleafure  and  inftru£lion 
he  received.  The  Hiftorian  received  him 
with  politenefs,  and,  after  a  variety  of  fub- 
jedts,  his  altercation  with  Mr.  Davis  came 

E  4  on 
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on  the  carpet.  **  Mr.  Davis,"  faid  Gibbon, 
"  accufes  me  of  not  having  a  fufficient 
"  number  of  books :  if  he  will  call  any 
"  day,  when  I  am  not  at  home,  the  fer- 
"  vant  fhall  fhew  him  my  library."  —  Mr. 
Gibbon  entered  into  the  conteft  with  Davis 
very  relu£l:antly.  I  was  forced  into  it,'* 
he  would  fay ;  "  but  I  think  it  very  hard, 
"  after  declining  the  mafly  polemic  club  of 
"  a  Horfley,  and  the  fine-edged  blade  of  a 
"  Watfon,  to  encounter  the  ruftic  cudgel 
of  a  Davis*.'* 

-  Mandeville's  Fable  of  the  Bees  he  often 
read,  a  book  which,  from  the  pecuhar 
wording  of  its  fecond  title,  and  from  the 
outcry  at  firft  made  againft  it,  has  rouzed 

*  Though  Mr.  Davis  once  forced  the  Writer  of 
this  Sketch  into  a  perfonal  difpute,  he  cannot  help 
paying  this  pofthumous  tribute  to  a  man  who,  with 
all  his  faults,  was  ftrongly  endowed  with  claffical 
learning,  critical  acumen,  arid  a  comprehenflve  eccle- 
fiaftical  knowledge. 

the 


[    73  ] 

the  groundlefs  fears  of  the  zealous,  and, 
like  many  other  books,  attained  an  appa- 
rent confequence  to  which  it  is  by  no  means 
entitled  either  for  novelty  or  dangerous  ten- 
dency. 

The  tenet  of  Mandevllle,  as  old,  I  be- 
lieve, as  the  Chriftian  aera,  was  merely 
this  : — -Providence  feverely  puniflies  wicked 
men,  but  at  the  fame  time  extrafts  advan- 
tages even  from  their  vices.  Is  it  credible 
that  a  do£lrine  fetting  Divine  wifdom  and 
policy  in  the  higheft  point  of  view,  fhould 
have  been  prefented  by  a  Grand  Jury,  and 
furioufly  attacked  by  a  Bishop  ? 

Mandeville  inherited  cunning  by  his 
Dutch  extra£lion.  His  father  had  fled  from 
Holland,  becaufe,  in  a  popular,  commotion, 
he  had  pointed  out  to  an  exafperated  mob 
where  there  were  cannon,  with  which  they 
might  foon  level  the  houfe  of  a  concealed, 
but  unpopular,  Burgomafter. — "  We  know 

"  he 
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"  he  is  in  the  houfe,"  faid  the  Boors, 
"  but  can't  find  him,  fo  let's  fet  it  on  fire," 
—  "  He'll  cfcape  in  the  firjoke  and  confu- 
"  fion,"  faid  old  Mandeville :  "  level  the 
"  houfe  into  a  heap  of  ruins  with  your 
"  great  guns,  and  the  bird  cannot  efcape." 
His  advice  was  inftantly  followed. 

Mandeville  (I  Ipeak  of  the  Author  of  that 
name)  had  the  art  of  adopting  alarming, 
and  of  courfe  faleable,  titles  for  his  works, 
fuch  as  Private  Vices  public  Benefits,  The 
Virgin  unmafk'd,  A  Defence  of  public 
Stews,  and  An  Attack  on  charitable  Foun- 
dations ;  in  this  laft,  though  he  carries  his 
dodtrine  too  far,  his  arguments  are  general- 
ly right,  and  his  deductions  proved  by  late 
experience  to  be  juft. 

A  particular  apartment  at  Dr.  Monfey's 
was  devoted  to  mechanics,  which  dlfplayed 
a  Gonfufed  colleilion  of  pendulums  and 

wheels. 
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wheels,  nails  and  faws,  hammers  and  chit 
fels. 

As  long  as  age  and  fight  allowed,  in  this 
recefs  he  mofl  days  amufed  himfelf,  and 
was  particularly  pleafed  in  executing  for 
himfelf,  and  even  others,  any  neceflary 
joiner's  work.  | 

It  was  always  his  pride  to  have  an  excel* 
lent  watch,  and  a  good  clock  :  he  polTefled 
a  time-piece  of  great  value  and  exquifite 
workmanfliip,  partly  put  together  by  Mr. 
Barber. 

i 

I 

To  two  of  his  favourite  clocks  he  had  a  | 
firing,  which  he  could  pull  as  he  lay  in  bed; 
and  when  he  could  not  fleep,  which  latterly 
was  too  often  the  cafe,  it  was  his  amufe- 
ment  to  have  recourfe  to  his  nofturnal  com- 
panions, and  count  the  tedious  hours.  A  ! 
mifehievous  rogue,  juft  as  the  Dodor  was 
going  to  bed,  put  a  feather  into  each  of  the 

clocks 
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clocks  and  flopped  tliem.  In  the  night,  the 
old  friends,  in  fpite  of  all  the  Doctor's  ap- 
plications, were  both  filent :  he  rung  his 
bell,  inftantly  got  up,  called  his  fervants, 
and  the  houfe  was  in  confufion.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  night  was  fpent  in  fearching 
for  and  removing  the  caufe  of  this  misfor- 
tune ;  but  the  wag  was  forbidden  his  houfc 
for  ever. 

The  mode  he  adopted  for  drawing  his 
own  teeth  was  uncommon :  it  confifted  in 
faftening  a  ftrong  piece  of  catgut  round  the 
afFedled  tooth  firmly ;  the  other  end  of  the 
catgut  was,  by  means  of  a  ftrong  knot, 
fattened  to  a  perforated  bullet ;  with  this  a 
piftol;  was  charged,  and  when  held  in  a  pro- 
per diredion,  by  touchmg  the  trigger,  a 
troublefonde  companion  and  a  difagreeable 
operation  were  evaded. 

Though  he  ufed  to  declare  that  he  never 
knew  this  operation  attended  with  any  ill 

confequence. 
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confequence,  yet  he  fcarce  ever  met  with 
any  body  to  adopt  it,  notvvithftanding  his 
frequent  perfuafions. 

A  perfon,  whom  he  fancied  he  had  pcr- 
fiiaded  to  confent,  went  fo  far  as  to  let  him 
faften  his  tootli  to  the  catgut ;  but  then  his 
r,ej(blution  failed,  and  he  cried  out  lu-ftily 
that  he  had  altered  his  mind  :  — "  But  I 
"  have  not,"  faid  Monfey,  holding  faft 
the  ftring,  and  giving  it  an  inftant  and 
fmart  pull ;  "  and  you  a^e  a  fool  and  a 
"  coward  for  your  pains.'*  The  tooth  was 
immediately  extracted  from  the  mouth  of 
the  reluftant,  but  not  difappolnted,  pa- 
tient. 

He  ufed  to  ridicule  his  neighbour,  Mr. 
Hingeflone,  for  aflerring  that  the  nave  of  a 
wheel,  in  the  motion  of  a  carriage,  turned 
twice  every  time  the  circular  part  in  whick 
outer  end  of  the  fpokes.  are  fixed  turned 
once. 

Though 
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Though  very  different  in  front  to  Df* 
Monfey,  yet,  if  you  followed  Hingeftone, 
there  was  a  refemblance  in  wig,  ftoop- 
ing,  &c. 

*'  Is  that  Dri  Monfey  ?"  faid  a  Gentle- 
man of  Chelfea,  who  took  him  for  the 
Doctor  as  he  paflcd  the  window.—"  I  hope 
"  not,'*  faid  Hingeftone,  turning  round  as 
he  fpoke* 

■  This  Gentleman  never  forgave  him,  Mon- 
fey ufed  to  fay,  for  cautioning  him  againll 
Ranby's  deligns  on  his  wife. 

Such,  with  all  his  foibles,  was  Monfey  ; 
but  the  time  was  rapidly  approaching  when 
infirmity  clouded  his  faculties,  when  the 
eye  that  enlivened  and  the  ear  that  liftened 
to  hi-s  friend  began  to  fail,  narrative  old  age 
came  on,  and  languor,  pain,  and  petulance, 
fucceeded  to  wit  which  fet  the  table  on  a 

roar, 
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roar,  and  failles  of  ironical  farcafm  which 
no  "  power  of  face  "  could  refift. 

He  had  exceeded  the  age  of  man ;  the 
accomplifhment  of  his  century  was  at  hand ; 
and  he  declared  in  the  querulous  voice  of 
decrepitude,  that  he  had  outlived  his  plea- 
fures  and  his  friends. 

The  world  was  to  him  a  defert ;  he  was 
in  a  degree  a  ftranger  and  alone;  and,  to 
•ufe  his  own  words,  he  was  tired  of  life, 
;but,  like  many  fools  and  many  philofo- 
phers,  afraid  to  die. 

The  edge  of  the  fword  had  cut  through 
the  fcabbard,  the  candle  had  burnt  to  the 
focket,  and  the  Writer  of  this  Sketch  "  felt 
'  "  his  convulfive  grafp,  caught  his  dying 
"  look^  and  heard  that  figh  which  is  re- 
"  peatcd  no  more.'*  . 


It 
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It  has  been  the  fafhion  to  ridicule  and 
cenfure  that  part  of  his  will  which  dir66led 
his  body  to  be  fent  to  the  anatomift  after 
death  ;  his  reafon  for*  this  was  plaufible,  aiid 
I  think  juft. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  pra£lice  he  had  often 
and  ftrenuoufly  recommended  the  opening 
the  bodies  of  patients  who  had  died  of  re- 
markable complaints,  a  condudt  for  which 
he  had  been  groflly  abufed  by  the  ignorant 
and  uninformed.  He-  had,  therefore,  al- 
ways determined  to  convince  his  enemies 
that  what  he  had  fo  frequently  advifed  for 
his  patients  he  was  very  willing  to  have 
performed  on  himfelf. 

As  a  Biographer,  without  a  view  to  im- 
provement, performs  a  nugatory  talk,  and 
his  readers  at  beft  have  but  unprofitable 
amufement,  the  life  of  Monfey  may  per- 
haps afford  a  not  unufeful  leflbn  to  young 

and 
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and  enterprifing  men  of  genius  and  learn- 
ing. 

He  had  been  educated  in  a  profelfion 
^vhich,  even  in  the  country,  -  might  have 
rendered  him,  if  not  a  briiUant,  an  ufeful 
and  refpeftable  member  of  fociety. 

Roufed  by  the  enticing  voices  of  ambi- 
tion, luxury,  and  eafe,  he  deferted  the  poft 
in  w^hich  Providence  had  placed  him ;  he 
ruflied  on  the  wings  of  hope  to  the  metro- 
polis. 

Endowed  with  ftrong  difcernment,  pof* 
feffed  of  no  ordinary  fhare  of  knowledge 
both  of  books  and  men,  he  took  a  fatirical 
turn,  and  attempted  to  correal  fhabby  enor- 
mity, to  reform  the  abandoned,  the  imper- 
tinent, and  the  vain. 

After  a  paufe,  let  us  afk  the  following 
queftions :  —  Did  he  in  general  effedt  his 

F  purpofe  ? 
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purpofe  ?  —  Does  it  appear  that  his  change 
of  fituation  advanced  him  on  the  road  of 
happinefs  ?  —  Did  his  rare  talents  elevate 
him  to  any  great  or  lucrative  employment  ? 
—  Did  his  learning  and  powers  in  conver-. 
fation,  make  him  more  feared  or  loved  ?  — ^ 
In  a  word,  Did  they  contribute  to  fmooth 
his  paflage  through  life  ?  —-After  confider- 
ing  thefe  queftions,  the  humble  man  may 
perhaps  look  up  with  thankfulnefs  to  Pro- 
vidence for  blefling  him  with  content,  and 
the  ignorant  and  unlearned  ceafe  to  com- 
plain of  not  being  initiated  in  thofe  dange- 
rous arts  which  fo  often  tend  to  diminifti 
the  happinef^  of  our  neighbours  as  well  as 
ourfelves. 

To  conclude  — ^  Dr.  Monfey  had  flrong 
paffions,  pointed  Xvit,"  and  a  lively  imagina- 
tion :  his  curiofity  was  ardent,  infatiable, 
and  often  troublefome  ;  but  then  his  com- 
munication was  rapid,  copious,  and  inte- 
refting :  he  poflefled  a  vein  of  humour, 

rich. 
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rich,  luxuriant,  and  (as  is  the  nature  of  all 
humour)  fometimes  grofs,  and  fometimes 
inelegant. 

If  I  may  be  permitted  to  borrow  an  allu- 
fion,  1  would  fay  his  wit  was  not  the  keen, 
fhining,  well-tempered  weapon  of  a  Sherir 
dan,  a  Courtenay,  or  a  Burke  ^  it  was  ra- 
ther the  irreiiflible  mafly  fabre  of  a  Gof-. 
fack,  which,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  cut 
djown  by  the  fharpnefs  of  its  edge,  demo- 
lilj^ed  by  the  weight  of  the  blow. 

To  thefe  qualities  were  added  deep  pene- 
tration and  an  incredible  memory,  which 
poured  forth,  in  an  unexhaufted  flow  of 
words,  the  treafure  of  paft  years,  which 
at  times,  like  other  treafures,  was  not  with- 
out its  drofs  He  was  a  ftorehoufe  of  anec- 
dote— »a  refervoir  of  good  things — a  living 
chronicle  of  paft  times. 


His 


His  faults  he  either  would  not  or  could 
not  conceal ;  they  were  prominent  —  a  vi^ 
tiated  tafte,  a  negle£bed  drefs,  unfeemly  de- 
portment, and  difgufting  language. 

His  treatment  of  the  eftabhflied  clergy, 
who  neither  gave  or  received  quarter  from 
him,  was  unforgiving,  and  by  no  means 
liberal. 

Yet,  after  all,  let  not  the  Courtier,  the 
Philofopher,  or  Chriftian,  be  too  fure,  that, 
iituated  and  ufed  like  Monfey,  he  would 
have  afted  a  different  part,  or  quitted  the 
fcene  with  more  approbation. 


APPEN 


APPENDIX 


I T  has  been  fuggefted  to  me  by  a  literary- 
Friend,  that  the  Will  of  Dr.  Monfey  Ihould 
be  taken  fome  notice  of. 

Without  pointing  out  the  uninterefling 
impertinence  of  difplaying  family  concerns 
to  the  public  eye,  and  diving  into  cabinets 
for  domcftic  intelligence,  it  may  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  obferve,  that  he  has  left  the  bulk  of 
his  fortune,  amounting  to  about  fixteen 
thoufand  pounds,  to  his  daughter  for  her 
life,  and  afterwards  gives  it  by  a  long  and 
complicated  entail  to  her  female  defcen- 
dants. 

He  mentions  a  young  lady  with  the  mofl 
'  lavifh  encomiums  on  her  wit,  tirfle,  and 

elegance. 


[   U  ] 

elegance,  and  bequeaths  her  an  old  battered 
fnufF-box,  fcarcely  worth  fixpence. 


He  mentions  another  young  woman,  to 
whom  he  fays  he  meant  to  have  left  a  le- 
gacy ;  but  that  he  has  difcovered  her  to  be 
a  pert,  conceited  minx,  with  as  many  af- 
fected filly  airs  as  a  foolifh  woman  of  qua- 
lity, which  induced  him  to  alter  his  mind. 

He  bequeaths  his  body  for  difledlio^  ;  ^n 
old  velvet  cq^t  to  one  friend,  and  the  but- 
tons ^0  another;  inveighs  forcibly  againft 
^ifhops.  Deans,  and  Chapters,  and  gives 
annuities  to  two  Clergymen  who  had  re- 
figned  their  preferment  on  account  of  the 
.Athanafian  dodtrine. 


THE  END 


